

SECRET 

OFFICIAL DISP.dTGH 


IF 1 E D /in 0 FFiCAttn 
. OirE zW/'"''* 

WSSA 

10 liiay 1948 


Via Air Pouch 
TO: 


Chief, Foreign Branch W 


FROM: 


C 


3 


SUBJECT - Uenerali 


Tilestone Operation 




Specific: 


Dispatching of Personnel 
Area 


to (the 


REFEREES CES; 


(a) CL 3 '”^0 April 1948 

(b) WSSA-421 dat^ 26 April 1948 


KAPOK 







The following is a brief resume of the situation covering 
the plans and attempts at dispatching tise interested persons 
to the JIfii area \mder trse Tilestone Oper-ition. 

^ 1* As according to our reference (b), we were advised 

by C- on 26 April that the fin.il plans for the dispatching 

of the persons in question iu-id not been completed. At that 
time v/e were informed that the only ' feasible way to make the 
trip; V/.0.3 by boat travel . previously been informed 

by the I'iebars tho.t he would be able to submit briefing instruc 
tions and t.hey v/ould forward to the proper parties. These 
briefing Instructions, were passed to C- r as per -Vas .ington 
directive. At t is tisie iie still wanted om' 5»0oC hroner 
contribution and. promised a full cisclospire of all data and 
detsdLs. 

The next development on this operation, from the side of 
the Tiebars, came on 3 May 194il, w’aen Sackett was informed by ' . 
a 3. that the expedition had been successfully completed; 
the persons .ciaving been safely put ash.ore and tr.e boat returned 
•from the mission. Tlie following day this same informtion v/ao 
confirmed b,C- who unlmown to _3 further advised 

timt radio contact vyit.h 'hhe group couid be .niticipated in about 
one month’s time. Cl 3 liac not previouslv been Involved 
to our knowledge and he spoke to Q J in confidence. 

C - 3 indicated to : C ,_3 our oispleaoure at not 

being kept cnrreatiy ;.idvised of the developments in this 
operation. His excuse has been pressure of business which has 
kept 'hisii travelling, fne Tiebars have Informed ug .that, our 
3,000 kroner contribution is not necessary so no such payment 
'will be made, ■ 
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2.. On the afternoon of 5 May we received > through 
O'Ur cutout channel, the following report from file stone, 
v/hich you will note is contrary to the information furnished 
by the Tiebars* 

Tilestone’o report is as follows: 

”The expedition wiiich load been plcanned by the Tieb ^.rs 
in cooperation with the Baltic groups in Stockholm, v/as to 
consist of 10 members, 6 to be landed on the Baltic mainland 
and 4 members of the crew, among the group to be landed was 
to be 5 Estonians, 2 Lithuaniane , and 1 Latvian. In addition 
to other necessary f>^iraphernalia, 5 sets were to be landed 
with the group, each member having been previoiisly instructed 
by the Swedes and given proper cipher pads, schedules, etc, 
(Actual transmission to begin at a later date — all times, 
frequencies, ciphers, etc. knom to Tilestone and to be received 
by us . ) 

”0n 28 April the departing group met at Tiles'tone'a 
office, in downtown Stockholm, and were there met 
and a Captain hndersson, who aecompanied them to Loftahammary a 
small seacoast town approximately 200 klm south of Stockholm, 
Travel from Stockholm was made by 5 auti:i.omo biles furnished by 
the Tiebars. 

"At 25; 50 hours on 29 April the expedition, including 
10. men and eq'uiprae.tit , departed from Loftahammar, for its destin- 
ation on the northern Estonian coast. The landing v/as to be 
made at a point approximately 50 klm east of Tallinn, where -the 
Estonians have friends living uJ.ong the coast. The landing 
was scheduled to tfitte place o/a 23-2400 hours on 1 May. All '■ 
members of the la;iding group carried documents which were 
believed sufficient to pass any routine chock. It v/as planned 
that the Latvian and the Lithuanians would xise regular train 
service in traveling to their respective areas, 

"On • 4 May Tilestone v/as advised by Captain Valdin, 
Estonian representative, that the landing had failed and the 
details of the trip were given as follows: After leaving 

Loftahammar the group proceeded to a small uninhabited isl-and 
approximately 200 sea miles to 'the nortleast, remaining trere 
until the early morning of, 1 May and at that time began 
proceeding toward the Gulf of Finland. By evening the sea had 
become very stormy^, resulting in the loss of 2 imbbei’ boabs and 
the red’action in the boat's speed to such an extent that it 
became i possible to proceed into the Gulf of Finland, As an 
alternate destination -it was decided to attempt .a landing 
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approximately 50 klra to the south of Paldiski. (Searchlight 
inetallatione were visible at Vonasi, Nackoe and Spithamiy. 

At 0010 hours on 2 May they moved into, the small bay of 
Reihu^ approximately 50 meters from the shore they suddenly 
encountered a small Russian patrol boat* The Russians 
immediately shot 3 alarm flares which in turn alerted the 
searchlight stations along both shorelines. The group 
immediately proceeded full speed toward the open sea and 
are miable to say how long they were followed due to the dark 
and stormy night* 

”At 0700 hours on 2 lay the boat , with all personnel 
and crew and equipment, returned to Ldftah.amniar,” 

3* In the same report Tilestone advised tliat the 
group was standing by for another trip — this time to attempt 
a landing on the Latvian coast to the south -of Libau. (Exact 
point unlmown to Tilestone at the time of riis report.) 

For the purpose of assisting: in the outfitting of this 
second trip Tilestone asked tiiat we provide him with 1500 
kroner. (It appeared the Tlebars had charged the group with 
providing 1000 liters of gasoline, plus personal needs such 
as food, cigarettes and miscellaneous necessities.) Tilestone 
clai-s the possession of sSuch funds could be justified by 
claiming them to be private donations or funds formerly belong- 
ing to the Lithuanian-American Gro p in the IT.S. 

The 1500 Swedish kroner requested were furnished for 
the operation and delivered to Tilestone via C A 

tentative departure date for the new venture w :s set ,at 9 ^y» 
but no definite information has yet been received from 
Tilestone. , 

4* At such tii’ae as the final plans are established 
all personalia on the members of the group , together with 
complete ciphers, transmission schedules, frequencies to be 
used, etc. known to Tilestone will be passed to us. 

V/e are at a complete loss to \mderstand the motive 
of C 3- ill Ijing as to the. success of the mission. 

(’*e are convinced that Tilestone is telling the truth.) There 
is no possibility of two s eparate ventures being involved as 
Tilestone has been reporting in a fashion similar to Tiebar 11 
and the similarity of detail has elimiriuted coincidence. We 
are now in the peciiLiar position of following this project from 
three different sources , two of which are apparently being 
something less than completely candid. 
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It will "be significimt to see how the Tiebars explain 
future development with reference to the impending radio traffic. 
We will follow the Bituation closely and endeavor to properlj’'' 
assess the presently inexplicable motives of the Tiebars. 

You will be kept cui-reritly informed of all developments. 
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